
Missions are conceived in the heart of each believer through praise. Three aspects of
missions help us understand this process; its message, motive and means. 

God’s redeeming love is the message of missions. God regenerates us with His love and
incubates His purposes in our hearts and minds. Then God’s indwelling love becomes our
motive for living, manifesting in our daily circumstances through a lifestyle of praise.
God’s empowering love provides the means for missions to effectively share the good news
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

God’s love fuels our hearts for missions. Through praise, God conceives His love in us and broods over us to
bring forth new life. In this way, you too will participate in the Great Commission. Let’s take a deeper look. 

1. The Message

God’s love redeeming sinful mankind is the heartbeat of missions. Unique to Christianity is our relationship
with the only true and living God through His indwelling presence and love permeating us. No other religion can
offer humanity this relationship with our Creator. God’s Spirit implants the spiritual genetics of His nature in our
hearts and lives to “reproduce” Himself in us. The nature, heart and very core of the Creator, God, is love.

Knowing God means we have His love and divine nature in us so we can make Him known to others. Jesus’
words to His disciples and to everyone who believes in Him through their salvation message help us understand
spiritual conception. In John 17:26, Jesus prayed to His Father: I have made you known to them, and will continue to
make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.

Through praise, we conceive godly ideas. God’s word sparks our faith to put these ideas into action. In New
Testament Greek, rhema means the living word of God in us. Our own measure of faith is small, but when God’s
faith is deposited in us and unites with our faith, suddenly our faith activates and explodes with energy and life. 

Dr. David Yonggi Cho, pastor of one of the world’s largest churches, in Seoul, South Korea, calls this law of
faith incubation. He explains, “… for the vision for [a ministry] is not built in the external world, but inside a man
or woman…. What becomes pregnant in your heart and mind is going to come out in your circumstances.”

2. The Motive

God’s love is vital to our spiritual and natural lives. Without it, our spirit is empty, selfish and incapable of ben-
efiting others for eternity. We can still do things for God but, if we do not have God’s love in our hearts, they have
no spiritual value. God’s love in us provides the right motives for living.

Jesus chose to submit Himself to God’s will and did nothing apart from it. He lived by the New Covenant—a
bond of God’s love—and demonstrated the greatest love when He laid down His life for us. Jesus’ life set a new
standard for living, offering His life as a continual praise to God. 

The people in Jesus’ day devoted themselves to Him because He lived what He preached. He made it possible
for us to serve God by emphasizing the condition of the heart, rather than the unattainable requirements of the
law demanded by the religious leaders. Our motive for missions must be patterned after Jesus’ lifestyle of praise.
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3. The Means

The Holy Spirit is our means and empowers our effectiveness in missions. Dr. Cho discovered: “I cannot carry
out my ministry of winning souls by simply knocking on doors, struggling and working myself to death. I use the
way of faith, and the church is growing by leaps and bounds. And even though our church has more than 50,000
registered members [now over 730,000 members], when I go to the office I do not have a great deal to do, for I
follow a path of faith, and am not constantly striving in my flesh to bring to pass those things that the Holy Spirit
can easily do.” 

At nineteen, Yonggi Cho was dying of tuberculosis when God’s Spirit was conceived in him. A young girl began
to witness to him about Jesus Christ, His virgin birth, death on a cross, resurrection, and salvation through grace.
He thought she was ignorant and her stories mere nonsense, but she came to him again and again. Eventually, he
became greatly agitated and roughly rebuked her. Her reaction profoundly impacted him. She did not run away
in shame, nor retaliate in anger. She simply knelt down and began to pray for him, with large tears rolling down
her cheeks. Her compassion was foreign to his well-organized and sterile Buddhist philosophies and rituals. When
he saw her tears, his heart was deeply touched. He saw something different in her. She was living what she
believed. Through her love and tears, he felt the presence of God. “Young lady,” he entreated, “please don’t cry. I
am sorry. I now know about your Christian love. Since I am dying I will become a Christian for you.” She praised
God and gave him a Bible, which he read like a starving man given natural food. In six months he was complete-
ly healed and became a humble and useful vessel for God’s presence. He never knew the girl’s name, but has since
been preaching the most precious Name we will ever know. 

Living the Gospel message opens the way for God’s salvation for others. By faith allow the Holy Spirit to con-
ceive and manifest God’s love in and through you. Then watch as your lifestyle of praise fulfills the Great
Commission with signs and wonders following. Praise Him!

Second of a five-part series based on Marianne Novoselac’s new book Praise: The Gateway to Miracles.

Marianne Novoselac is the author of Praise: The Gateway to Miracles. To order your copy, please go to
www.miraclepraise.com.


